
A Word from the Wardens 

Since the last Word from the Wardens in the February Jubilate, much water has flowed under the 
bridge. This has been fast moving and turbulent at times, with information passing around from 
different sources and in a variety of formats. Through this note, we want to bring you a 
consolidated view of where we stand currently as a Chaplaincy. The chances are this may change 
tomorrow, but the next issue of Jubilate is not far away!


Church Services

We took an early decision to suspend our services of worship for April in advance of formal 
direction to do so. That decision has now been confirmed both by the Presidential directives 
issued by Mr Macron, and by communication from the Anglican church. The advice from our 
Bishop issued on 18 March stated:


1. In what is likely the majority of countries public worship is now not possible, by 
government or local authority decree. Our Chaplaincies are obliged to follow these 
measures. (Where Church Buildings are permitted to remain open for private prayer it is 
important for appropriate social distancing to be observed, and that care is given to what 
books, literature and pamphlets are available, so that the danger of transmission of the 
virus is kept to an absolute minimum).


2. There are a small number of countries where public worship has not been stopped by 
official authorities. In those places we recommend that the guidance of the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York circulated to the clergy of the Church of England on 17 March is 
followed. The Archbishops recommend that public worship be suspended until 
further notice. Whilst this might not be legally required, nevertheless, the 
recommendation is prudent in order to minimise the possibility of viral transmission, even 
in places where official guidance has not reached this level of restriction, for whatever 
reason. It is consistent with our Christian responsibility and, indeed, love for our 
neighbours, and especially for the vulnerable in our societies. We encourage chaplains and 
chaplaincy councils to consider how they will implement this guidance. You can find 
further advice here: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-
covid-19-guidance-churches


Worshiping Together 
There will be internet live streaming of services from some UK churches on Sundays. You can find 
out more about this on the CofE website https://www.churchofengland.org/.

The BBC has announced plans to broadcast Sunday morning services on the radio and is hoping 
to launch a weekly Sunday morning service on BBC 1 (if you are able to access this), although 
details are not yet published.

Our own clergy have taken certain initiatives to circulate prayers and readings that we can use 
together, and of course we can all pray together daily using ‘Together in Prayer’ from Jubilate.

If you are looking for Lent reflections, the CofE LiveLent series is ongoing either via the website or 
through the LiveLent app, which will play through your Alexa or Google Home smart speaker!


Interregnum 
At its meeting on 28 February, Council debated the way forward regarding the interregnum and 
decided that we should attempt to appoint a new Chaplain. In order for the Chaplaincy to function 
with the Diocese in Europe and to benefit from the support which that gives us, we need to have a 
Chaplain. We have undertaken work to define the future role of such a person in supporting a 
Team Ministry approach to fulfilling our current needs, whilst also looking outwards at potential 
opportunities elsewhere in our region. Subject to further financial scrutiny, it is probable that we 
will offer housing and travel support for a non-salaried appointment. There will be more on this as 
the work develops.


Chaplaincy Council 
Given the current restrictions, it is unclear how Council will carry out its normal functions, and we 
are awaiting direction from the Archbishop of Canterbury’s office on how to deal with the Annual 
meeting in particular. No decisions have yet been made on this issue.
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Finance is always at the back of our minds, and we would encourage you, if at all possible, to set 
aside the offerings you normally give on Sundays for a future time. Even better, consider 
contacting the Treasurer, William Jones at williamjones@orange.fr, to ask for a set of Planned 
Giving envelopes. This allows us to be more tax efficient and also improves our ability to predict 
our future income.


Office Move 
As part of its future planning, Council decided at the beginning of the year to close the office in 
Civray. The office has been used very little over the past three years other than by Valérie, our 
administrator, and has become a financial burden that we can now put aside. Valérie is able to 
work from home and we have agreed a contract with her for continuing support. Our formal 
registered address and postal address will be at the Marie in Civray, the office email address will 
remain unchanged, but we will have a new telephone number. These details will be published 
shortly, once the changes have been formally approved by the Préfecture.


And finally 
Whilst the above message is a fairly dry summary of organisational issues, let us not forget that 
these are really challenging times for many people. Financial worries, family concerns, loneliness 
and health issue are inevitably going to arise as time passes by. Let us all take time to think how 
we can support and encourage one another through these challenges, not just as a Chaplaincy 
but also as good neighbours to those around us. Above all, as individuals, let us hold fast to the 
hand of God, who will keep us in his good care and guide us through the storm.
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