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               Jubilate       

 
  The magazine of the Chaplaincy of Christ the Good Shepherd, Poitou-Charentes 

Sunday 10th May 2020 

Chaplaincy of Christ the Good Shepherd, Poitou-Charentes 

Email:  office.goodshepherd@orange.fr                                                                                

Admin. Assistant:   Valérie Pétry 

Chaplaincy Poitou Charentes 

12, place de Gaulle, 86400 Civray. 

 

Tel: 06 21 32 31 28 

 

Website:  www.church-in-france.com 

   

                
  

 

 

 

 

        Our AIM: 

 To love the Lord our God with 

all our heart and soul and 

mind and strength. 

 To love our neighbours as 

ourselves 

 To go and make disciples
                              

mailto:office.goodshepherd@orange.fr
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PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS  FOR THE 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Collect 

 

Almighty God 

Who through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ 

Have overcome death and opened to us 

The gate of everlasting life: 

Grant that, as your grace going before us 

You put into our minds good desires, 

So by your continual help 

We may bring them to good effect; 

Through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord, 

Who is alive and reigns with you, 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, now and for ever, Amen 

 

BIBLE READINGS 

Acts 7:55-60 

 

Psalm 31:1-5 

 

1 Peter 2:2-10 

 

John 14:1-14 
 

Final prayer 

Eternal God, 

Whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life: 

Grant us to walk in his truth , 

And to share in his risen life; 

Who is alive and reigns, now and forever, AMEN 
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A Word from the Wardens 

 

Spring has not only sprung, it is positively bounding away! The roses are 

blooming and the hoopoes are hoo-hoo-hooing in the nearby trees. The Easter 

promise of new life in Christ is reflected in the new life all around us in nature. 

May this bring you new hope and reassurance in these difficult and uncertain 

times. 

 

Worship Centres 

The recent announcements from the French Government suggest that there will 

be a gradual easing of restrictions after 11 May, but with all sorts of caveats. For 

religious gatherings, the way forward remains unclear, despite the opening of 

some churches in Germany last week-end. From our perspective, the difficulties 

are significant with respect to multiple worship centre locations, large distances 

travelled by members of our congregations, and our age profile. The provisional 

guidance we have received from the Bishop on future public worship makes for 

challenging reading: hand-sanitiser at the entrance, no touch greetings, no use of 

hymnbooks or service leaflets (screen and projector only), people sitting 2 

metres apart in all directions with a limit on congregation size, no singing, no 

coffee afterwards, and a deep clean of the venue following the service. It is 

difficult to see how this constitutes ‘church’. You won’t be surprised to hear that 

we feel a return to our worship centres is still some months away, although this 

will clearly remain under constant review. 

 

Virtual Worship 

In the meantime, you may already have found some means of participating in 

public worship, through radio, television, or internet sources. I commend to you 

our own offering from Rev Steve Abram on Facebook each Sunday morning at 

1030. You can join in live, or watch the service at another time at your leisure. 

You will find full details on Facebook at this link: 

https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-

104677654507124/ 

or through the dedicated internet webpage at www.abram.org.uk/vw .        
Many thanks to Steve for doing this and to Carolyn Carter for running our 

Chaplaincy Facebook page. 

 

 

 

…………………….. 

https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-104677654507124/
https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-104677654507124/
http://www.abram.org.uk/vw
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Home Groups 

Many of us normally benefit from small group meetings at each other’s houses, 

which haven’t been possible for some time. Carolyn and Roy Carter have taken 

the initiative to set up their home group meeting using the Zoom internet 

platform that many of you will be familiar with. This is working well and 

enables face to face to conversation, albeit through a screen. If you think your 

Home Group or indeed just a group of friends would like to try this, I’m sure 

Carolyn and Roy would be happy to share their experience and advice. Talking 

together is so helpful in addressing the difficulties of social isolation. 

 

Interregnum 

We had hoped that there would be some news on the way forward for our 

Chaplaincy interregnum by now, but things still remain in abeyance. The 

Archdeacon has taken note of our Council decision to begin recruitment of a new 

Chaplain on a House for Duty basis, and has provided further advice for our 

future deliberations. We are not in a position to take this any further at present, 

but will review the options later in the year as post-corona realities begin to take 

shape. Similarly, there is little prospect of holding the AGM in the immediate 

future as large gatherings will remain prohibited for some time. 

 

Treasurer 

We may have mentioned this before, but there is a sink-hole appearing in 

Chaplaincy Council in the shape of a Treasurer. Please talk about this amongst 

your friends - we really need a volunteer! 

 

And finally…. 
We would like to extend a big thank you to David Hawken for doing such a 

sterling job in producing extra Jubilate content - it’s a great way of keeping in 

touch and bringing us together as a Chaplaincy community. Thanks also to Dave 

Foster for continually updating the website with new information as it becomes 

available. 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Margaret Mace    Charlie Wilcock 

05 49 29 97 81     05 46 91 07 71 
margaretmace@icloud.com   charliedoc22@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:margaretmace@icloud.com
mailto:charliedoc22@gmail.com
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Together in Prayer 

 

Sunday 10th:  Father God, we raise all those working within the care 

sector before you in prayer, as they still work tirelessly helping those 

suffering from Covid-19. Bless them and keep them and their families 

safe as they put their own lives at risk in helping others.  

Monday 11th:  Lord God, create in us a heart for your children across the 

world who are trying to manage during this pandemic, without access to 

clean water, who try and keep their distance while living in slums cheek 

by jowl and who do not have a robust health service. May we be moved 

to do your work for social justice for them, too. 

Tuesday 12th:  Lord Jesus, today we leave at the foot of the cross our 

discontent, restlessness, doubt, despair and in you experience the peace 

that surpasses understanding. 

Wednesday 13th:  Lord Jesus, we know how easy it is to get caught in the 

addictive pattern of worry and anxiety. May we remember that we 

should not fear, be anxious or worry, but to trust in you. 

Thursday 14th:  God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; 

courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference. Living 

one day at a time; Enjoying one moment at a time; Accepting hardships as the 

pathway to peace; Taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would 

have it; Trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His Will; 

That I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with Him 

Forever in the next. Amen                      'The Serenity Prayer' Reinhold Niebuhr 1892-1971   

 

Friday 15th:  Lord Jesus we pray for the children of the pandemic: many 

are too young to understand what is happening and may be fearful of 

their own and their family's safety. We pray for all children to have peace 

in their hearts. 
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Saturday 16th:  Merciful God, renew our hearts with the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. May we shine more brightly and 

share more boldly the treasure of good news through lives of radical generosity, 

unconditional love, faith filled hope, merciful justice and liberating forgiveness. 

Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 

Sunday 17th:  Lord Jesus, help us to declutter our mental and emotional 

lives, teach us to listen to our hearts, to welcome change, instead of 

fearing it.  

°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° 

 

All Church gatherings are still suspended until further 

notice. But ……………. 

 

  You can still have “Church” on Sunday 
 

 

………………..  VIRTUAL WORSHIP 

The Rev’d Steven Abram leads a service from his own 

home in Civray each Sunday morning at 10.30 which can 

be accessed Live on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-

104677654507124/ 

 and later as a recording on its own dedicated website 

www.abram.org.uk/vw 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-104677654507124/
https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-104677654507124/
http://www.abram.org.uk/vw
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THE RESURRECTION 

We are still in the Easter season. Here is a reminder from St Paul, first written 

to the Church in Corinth: 

Now I would remind you, brethren, in what terms I preached to you the gospel, 
which you received, in which you stand, 2 by which you are saved, if you hold it 
fast—unless you believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day. 
 

12 Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14 if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 
15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that 
he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all men most to be pitied. 
 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead. 
 
      Verses from I Corinthians chapter 15 

 
 
 

"Read in its own light, the Bible has the Resurrection as its key. Its 

God is the God who raised up Jesus Christ from the dead, and in so 

doing vindicated his word in the Old Testament and in the Cross of 

Christ. It is only in virtue of the Resurrection that the Bible is one, 

and that the message of the Bible is coherent and true." 

Bishop Michael Ramsey, sometime Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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Are you missing the music ?  No Church, no hymn-singing? 

  

Last weekend, the Church of All Saints, Langham Place, London, 

published on line a “Virtual Prom Praise”, accompanied by the All Souls 

Orchestra (members of which have enhanced our own services in the past) 

and conducted by our friend, Noel Tredinnick. (Now retired!) 

 

You can see this concert (from the Royal Albert Hall) by clicking on: 

 

https://www.allsoulsmusic.org/events/a-festival-of-hope-virtual-prom-praise/ 

ENJOY. 

NOTICE 

This will be the last edition of JUBILATE for several weeks. 

The editor is going to hospital for heart surgery, followed by a period of 

convalescence. 

It is hoped that Jubilate will be up and running again in July. 

In the meantime, please consult the Chaplaincy website for news: 

www.church-in-france.com 


