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1st Sunday of Epiphany         The Baptism of Jesus 
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Bible Readings and Prayers                                                             

for the 1st Sunday of Epiphany 

The Baptism of Jesus 

COLLECTS 

Eternal Father, 

who at the baptism of Jesus 

revealed him to be your Son, 

anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 

grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 

that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Heavenly Father,                                                                                        
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognize him as our Lord 

and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 

by the power of your Spirit 

complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 

through the waters of the new creation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Bible Readings 

Genesis 1.1-5  

  Psalm 29  

     Acts 19.1-7 

           Mark 1.4-11  

 

How to eat an elephant 

 

The daily Bible Readings for this week are: 

Sunday 10th January Job 19:1 - 21:34 

Monday 11th  Job 22:1 – 26:14 

Tuesday 12th  Job 27:1 – 29:25 

Wednesday 13th  Job 30:1 – 31:40 

Thursday 14th  Job 32:1 – 34:37 

Friday 15th   Job 35:1 – 37:24 

Saturday 16th  Job 38:1 – 39:30 

(Sunday 17th  Job 40:1 – 42:17) 

Suggested Readings are taken from the One Year Chronological Bible, 

published by Tyndale. 
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WHY WAS JESUS BAPTISED ? 

At first glance, it seems that Jesus’ baptism has no purpose at all; 

(John’s baptism was the baptism of repentance), but Jesus was sinless 

and had no need of repentance. Even John was taken aback at Jesus’ 

coming to him. John was aware that he, a sinful man in need of 

repentance himself, was unfit to baptize the spotless Lamb of God: “I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus replied 

that it should be done because “it is proper for us to do this to fulfil 

all righteousness”. 

There are several reasons why it was fitting for John to baptize Jesus 

at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Jesus was about to embark 

on His great work, and it was appropriate that He be recognized 

publicly by His forerunner. By baptizing Him, John was declaring to 

all that here was the One they had been waiting for, the Son of God, 

the One he had predicted would baptize “with the Holy Spirit and 

fire”. 

Jesus’ baptism also showed that He identified with sinners. His 

baptism symbolized the sinners’ baptism into the righteousness of 

Christ, dying with Him and rising free from sin and able to walk in 

the newness of life 

Perhaps most importantly, the occasion of the public baptism 

recorded for all future generations the perfect embodiment of the 

triune God revealed in glory from heaven. The testimony directly 

from heaven of the Father’s pleasure with the Son and the descending 

of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus is a beautiful picture of the Trinitarian 

nature of God. It also depicts the work of the Father, Son, and Spirit 

in the salvation of those Jesus came to save. The Father loves the 

elect from before the foundation of the world. He sends His Son to 

seek and save the lost; and the Spirit convicts of sin and draws the 

believer to the Father through the Son. All the glorious truth of the 

mercy of God through Jesus Christ is on display at His baptism. 
 
(adapted from  gotquestions.org) 
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Welcome to 2021!!! 

 

Hello and welcome to Flight 2021. We are prepared to take off into the 

New Year. Please make sure your Positive Attitude and Gratitude are 

secured and locked in the upright position. All self-destructive devices; 

pity, anger, selfishness and resentment should be turned off at this time. 

All negativity, hurt and discouragement should be put away. Should you 

lose your Positive Attitude under pressure during this flight, reach up and 

pull down a prayer. Prayers will automatically be activated by Faith. Once 

your Faith is activated, you can assist other passengers who are of little 

faith. There will BE NO BAGGAGE allowed on this flight. 

God, Our Captain has cleared us for take-off.                                                               

Wishing you a New Year filled with new HOPE, new JOY and new 

BEGINNINGS.    Stay Blessed! 
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Prayer vigil  

It has been our custom in the Chaplaincy to hold a prayer vigil 

in January during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, usually 

on the Monday to incorporate the monthly prayer meeting. At 

the moment church seems very strange, occurring mostly via Zoom or 

Facebook and with no Chaplain, but the current situation should 

not rule out holding our usual prayer vigil.                                               

Quite the opposite – prayer in these difficult times, seeking 

God’s will for us as a Chaplaincy, nationally, internationally and 

as individuals, is of the greatest importance. Therefore, I would 

like to encourage you to join in the vigil in 2021. 

The aim is to cover the 24 hours from midnight of Sunday 17th 

January to midnight on Monday 18th January in continuous 

prayer. 
                                                                                                             

Those taking part would each undertake to pray for 

one hour in their own home and as they feel led, for 

the church, the world and for individuals.   

In order that we can ensure that the whole 24 hours is covered could I 

ask you to email me at annwhite79120@gmail.com  to let me know 

your chosen hour. It is planned to have at least 1 person praying each 

hour but of course if several people are praying at the same time, that 

is even better.  I will collate all the slots.                                                                                   
Please, when you reserve a slot would you include your email address so 

that I can remind you of your chosen slot and let you know who will be 

praying at the same time. 

Thanking you in advance and looking forward to hearing from many of 

you; 

Ann White 

mailto:annwhite79120@gmail.com
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 “Together in Prayer” is now being published as a monthly document 

separate from Jubilate.                                       This is to make it easier 

to print out and keep in your Bible, by your bedside or wherever you pray. 

If you have not received your copy of “TIP”, or you know someone else 

who would like it, please contact david.hawken@orange.fr 

 

 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

 Virtual Worship +                                                                                
led by Revd. Steven Abram    from the Live Lounge 

 This Sunday morning ‘live online’ at 10.30.am 

 www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou- 

 Charentes-104677654507124/U 
                                                                                              or later at    

www.abram.org.uk/vw 

 

 

********************************************************************************************

News from the Reverend Adam Boulter  (former Chaplain) 

Adam has just issued his latest newsletter. If you would like to receive a 

copy, please ask David Hawken  05 49 07 53 20 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

mailto:david.hawken@orange.fr
http://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-%09%09Charentes-104677654507124/U
http://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-%09%09Charentes-104677654507124/U
http://www.abram.org.uk/vw
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Chaplaincy of Christ the Good Shepherd, Poitou-Charentes 

Website:  www.church-in-france.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email: office.goodshepherd@sfr.fr                                                                                
  

Letters in the post should be addressed to: 

Chaplaincy Poitou Charentes 

12, place de Gaulle, 86400 Civray. 

 

Tel: 06 21 32 31 28 

  
Admin. Assistant:   Valérie Pétry 
Chaplaincy Wardens:  

Margaret Mace margaretmace@icloud.com              05 49 29 97 81 

Charlie Wilcock   chaplaincy.warden1@gmail.com           05 46 91 07 71 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

Jubilate magazine contact: david.hawken@orange.fr 

********************************************************************************************* 

    Our AIM: 

 To love the Lord our God with all 

our heart and soul and mind and 

strength. 

 To love our neighbours as 

ourselves 

 To go and make disciples                             

http://www.church-in-france.com/
mailto:office.goodshepherd@sfr.fr
mailto:margaretmace@icloud.com
mailto:chaplaincy.warden1@gmail.com
mailto:david.hawken@orange.fr

