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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2020 from The Bishop in Europe,                                              

The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes 

 

In one of our best-loved carols, Christina Rossetti situates the birth of Jesus 

‘in the bleak midwinter’. She paints a severe and freezing manger scene, with 

howling wind and deep snow. She represents the frosted earth and water with 

iron and stone.  

From the biblical narrative, it seems unlikely that Jesus was born in the bleak 

mid-winter, as the shepherds would not be putting their sheep out to pasture 

in freezing conditions. But that does not stop us gladly enjoying Rossetti’s 

romantic poetic licence and reminding ourselves that the conditions of the first 

Christmas were hard, extraordinarily hard by modern standards.  

Mary was a young girl giving birth a long way from home. The town of 

Bethlehem was crowded with strangers registering with the tax authorities of 

the occupying powers. Mary laid her new-born baby in an animal’s stone 

feeding trough. And the first visitors were not close family but rough men 

from the fields.    

It is extremely difficult to recover this first Christmas. The festival has become 

overlaid with medieval nativity scenes and Romantic or Dickensian winter 

scenes. In the twentieth century, Christmas became the setting of the perfect 

family gathering. Most significantly, the run up to the commercial Christmas 

– the ‘golden quarter’ – is a now a vital part of the retail industry’s overall 

wellbeing so that vasts sums are expended on advertising to persuade us to 

acquire more goods and more debt.     

But not in 2020. This year it will be very different. Travel bans, lockdowns 

and quarantines mean it will be harder and perhaps impossible to get together 

with our loved ones. People are poorer. High streets, at least at the time of 

writing, are closed in many countries. And even when they re-open, shopping 

isn’t quite the same when you have to physically distance and wear a mask.  
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Christmas will be simpler this year. And for many it will be sadder. As Covid-

19 has progressed, more and more families have been affected by the virus 

and its frightening and sometimes long-term symptoms. Some of us have a 

relative who has been in intensive care, struggling to breathe. Many of us 

know someone who has very sadly lost their life, and some of us face the first 

Christmas without someone close to us. This year, perhaps we more 

intuitively sense the harshness of the manger scene, the cruelty of death, the 

pain of a bleak mid-winter.  

Another well-known – and much older – carol speaks to us about ‘tidings of 

comfort and joy’. In 2020 we need to hear these tidings. For Christmas is at 

heart the story of a God who draws near to us in Jesus, sharing the sorrows 

and joys of human experience. In the mystery of the incarnation, the eternal 

God wonderfully condescends to be born as a human baby, in the roughest 

conditions. He is ‘Immanuel’ – the God who is with us.   

Whatever conditions you face this Christmas, I hope you will be able to reach 

out and find the God who is with us. I hope you will take comfort from the 

presence of God with you, and perhaps also find opportunity to comfort 

others.  

‘God rest you merry’ in modern English means ‘may God grant you peace 

and happiness’. The unknown author continued:  

‘Let nothing you dismay 

for Jesus Christ our Saviour was born on Christmas Day.  

To save us all from Satan’s power 

when we had gone astray  

Which brings tidings of comfort and joy.’   

 

I wish each of you and your families comfort and joy                                                                           

as we approach this Christmas season. 
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A WORD FROM THE WARDENS 

Dear Friends 

This year has been a very confusing time for all of us. We have been unable 

to meet together in fellowship and when we thought that we were seeing a 

little light in the gloom of confinement , whoops! there we were again. 

We know that many people have been isolated from their families more or 

less for the whole time, and ask that if you know someone who is alone at 

Christmas to ask them to come and share the celebration of Christ's birth 

with you.  

Happy Christmas and God Bless you All. 

Margaret Mace  margaretmace@icloud.com              05 49 29 97 81 

Charlie Wilcock   chaplaincy.warden1@gmail.com     05 46 91 07 71 

 

*********************************************************************************************** 

Time of wonder, time of joy. 

Let us now our tongues employ, 

in rapturous praise to him above 

Who sent us this transcending love. 

On Christmas Day when love was born, 

Did He with joy men's hearts adorn? 

No greater gift can we impart 

Than this, the love within our heart 

  (Ron Cretchley December 1961 – submitted by Jeanne Major) 

 

mailto:margaretmace@icloud.com
mailto:chaplaincy.warden1@gmail.com
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Services in the Chaplaincy 
(Virtual & Actual) 

We give thanks to God for Facebook and Zoom, in particular 

 

On Sunday 20th December 

DON’T FORGET: 

 

       Virtual Worship + 
Led by the Rev’d Steven Abram from the Live Lounge in Civray 

    Sunday morning at 10.30  on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-

104677654507124/ 

followed by “zoom” fellowship                                                                                                               
(contact Steve if you want to know more  sj@abram.org.uk   Tel: 05 49 87 02 76) 

AND 

If you miss the service, you can see and hear it later by going to:   

www.abram.org.uk/vw 

******************************************************************************************** 

On Christmas Eve 

There will be a service of Holy Communion in Courcelles Church at 4.30.pm, 
led by Rev’d Nikola Marshall.                                                                                     
PLEASE NOTE – the spaces allowed by coronavirus restrictions for this 
service have all been filled, so please do not just turn up. Sorry! We look 
forward in prayer and trust that there will be opportunities for worship 
together in The Chaplaincy during 2021. 

********************************************************************************************

Now “zoom” on to the next page  

https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-104677654507124/
https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-104677654507124/
mailto:sj@abram.org.uk
http://www.abram.org.uk/vw
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CHRISTMAS EVE          3.00.pm     

 

 

A service of Lessons and Carols for all to share, 

Using ZOOM on your computer. 

At 3.00.pm come and join us for a service of Lessons and Carols via 

Zoom in the comfort of your own home. It could even be accompanied by your 

preferred winter-warming beverage and a mince pie or two. 

The Lessons will be read by members of the Chaplaincy and the carols to sing 

along to have been arranged by the Royal School of Church Music. 

Here’s how to join this service: Click for the Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81176959172?pwd=UFFCY3V5MDNmMUpobjU

vWG1lNlhyZz09 

Meeting ID: 811 7695 9172 

Passcode: 24.12.2020 

The information to connect to this service will also be on the Chaplaincy 

website www.church-in-france.com and on the Virtual Worship website 

at www.abram.org.uk/vw   

We hope to see you and for you to see us there. 

 

 You can sing the carols as loudly as you like, from your own armchair.                    

If you don’t want anyone else to hear, press the “mute” button. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81176959172?pwd=UFFCY3V5MDNmMUpobjUvWG1lNlhyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81176959172?pwd=UFFCY3V5MDNmMUpobjUvWG1lNlhyZz09
http://www.church-in-france.com/
http://www.abram.org.uk/vw
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On  CHRISTMAS DAY in the morning 

       Virtual Worship +  (followed by ZOOM fellowship) 

Celebrate our Saviour’s birthday with Steven and Nicky Abram who will 

lead Morning Worship and Agape  from the “Live Lounge” in Civray          

at  10.30.am 

https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-104677654507124/ 

As usual, you can see and hear the repeat later by going to:   

www.abram.org.uk/vw 

********************************************************************************** 

There will be no Chaplaincy services  

      on Sunday 27th December 

******************************************************************************************** 

The “Live Lounge” will be ‘open’ again on Sunday 3rd January 2021                                        

to celebrate the Epiphany 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Virtual-Worship-Poitou-Charentes-104677654507124/
http://www.abram.org.uk/vw


8 
 

Collects, Bible Readings and Prayers 

* For Sunday 20th December, the fourth Sunday of Advent: 

God our redeemer, 

who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 

to be the mother of your Son: 

grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 

so we may be ready to greet him 

when he comes again as our judge; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

2 Samuel 7.1-11,16 

  Psalm 89.1-4,19-26 

    Romans 16.25-27 

       Luke 1.26-38 

 

* For Christmas Eve 

Almighty God, 

you make us glad with the yearly remembrance 

of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, 

so we may with sure confidence behold him 

when he shall come to be our judge; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
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** For Christmas Eve 

Almighty God, 

as we prepare with joy 

to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, 

embrace the earth with your glory 

and be for us a living hope 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

2 Samuel 7.1-5,8-11,16 

   Psalm 89.2,19-27 

     Acts 13.16-26 

       Luke 1.67-79 

 

 
 

God our Father, 

in this night you have made known to us again 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him 

until the day dawns 

and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. 

To him be glory both now and for ever. 
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The Collects 

Almighty God, 

you have given us your only-begotten Son 

to take our nature upon him 

and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 

grant that we, who have been born again 

and made your children by adoption and grace, 

may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

your birth at Bethlehem 

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 

accept our heartfelt praise 

as we worship you, 

our Saviour and our eternal God. 

 

God our Father, 

whose Word has come among us 

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 

may the light of faith illumine our hearts 

and shine in our words and deeds; 

through him who is Christ the Lord. 
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Bible Readings for Christmas Day: 

Isaiah 9.2-7 

 Psalm 96 

  Titus 2.11-14 

         Luke 2.1-14   

AND 

Isaiah 62.6-12                               

        Psalm 97 

                             Titus 3.4-7 

                                         Luke 2.15-20 

 

AND 

Isaiah 52.7-10 

        Psalm 98 

                             Hebrews 1.1-12 

       John 1.1-14 

 

That’s a lot of reading, but well worth the effort. 
******************************************************************************* 

 

        THIS IS THE WORD OF THE LORD       Thanks be to God 
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Prayers and Bible Readings for the 1st Sunday of Christmas (27th December) 

 

Almighty God, 
who wonderfully created us in your own image 

and yet more wonderfully restored us 
through your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 
so we may share the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

God in Trinity, 
eternal unity of perfect love: 

gather the nations to be one family, 
and draw us into your holy life 
through the birth of Emmanuel, 

our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 

Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of an earthly home: 

help your Church to live as one family, 
united in love and obedience, 

and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

Isaiah 61.10 - 62.3 

      Psalm 148 

                                Galatians 4.4-7 

                                                     Luke 2.15-21 
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Rhiannon Beech has sent in this from a writer for                                                     
the Bible Reading Fellowship. 
 

Advent is about looking forward with hope: looking forward in the short term to 

the day we remember and celebrate the birth of Christ – the day we welcome into 

our world, Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

But it is also about looking forward to the second coming of Christ, when God’s 

kingdom will be established on earth, when death will be no more, where there 

will be no more pain or crying or mourning, when these things will have passed 

away.  

 

The Advent God 

The Advent God is the one who ‘came down to earth from heaven’. He is ‘God and 

Lord of all’. He came down to share our humanity; to share our pains, our trials, 

our joys. The Advent God knows each of us by name and longs to meet each one 

of us when he comes. 

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near. 

Isaiah 55:6 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Angels 

Angels are central to the story of Christ’s birth. An angel appears to Mary telling 

her she has been chosen to be the mother of God’s Son. An angel appears in a 

dream to Joseph telling him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife. Angels appear 

to shepherds telling them of a baby’s birth in the city of David. 

 

'Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; ye who sang creation’s 

story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth.' 
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Baby 

If Christmas is about anything, it is about a baby… a baby who changed the world 

forever. A baby who was a king and yet lay in a feeding trough. A baby who was 

God… lying in a manger. 

 

Chosen 

A young girl named Mary was chosen to bring to birth the child Jesus. She was 

chosen to fulfil the Advent promise that 'behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

Son, and shall call his name Emmanuel' (Isaiah 7:14). 

 

Diligently 

'Go and search diligently for the young child, and when you have found him, bring me 

word that I may come and worship him also' (Mathew 2:8). 

These were the instructions of King Herod to the wise men from the east who were 

seeking the Christ child. They did seek him diligently, not because of any 

instructions from Herod, but because this child heralded a new way, a better way 

and they earnestly desired to find him. When they had found him, they gave to 

him their treasures and their hearts as they worshipped him. 

 

Equality 

Jesus was he 'who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 

something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness.And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross' (Philippians 2:6–8). 

 

Frankincense 

Frankincense was one of the costly gifts given to the Infant Jesus by the visitors 

from the east. It was widely used in temple worship. As it was burned, its scent 

was released and offered up to God. It was a fitting gift, then, for this child who is 

worthy of our worship and praise. 
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Gift 

Ask people what Christmas is about and they will say ‘It’s about presents, it’s 

about gifts.’ 

And they would be right, because the most important gift of all, the child Jesus, 

was given by God… to the world, and it was given out of pure love. 

 

'God from on high hath heard; Let sighs and sorrows cease;                                                      

The skies unfold, and lo! Descends the gift of peace.' 

 

Holly 

Holly has traditionally been used to decorate homes at Christmas. Its thorns and 

red berries remind us of the one born to give his life on the cross for the sins of us 

all. 

'Now the holly bears a berry as blood it is red, And we trust in our saviour who rose from 

the dead.' 

 

Inns 

'The inns are full; no man will yield this little pilgrim bed; But forced He is with 

simple beasts in crib to lay His head.  

 

'And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn' (Luke 2:7).  

 

Joy 

'Joy to the world! The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King;                                                       

Let every heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature sing,                                                  

And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing!' 

 

Kingdom 

The coming of Christ inaugurated the kingdom of God. A kingdom of truth and 

life, of holiness and grace; of justice, love and peace.  
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Love and light 

'Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine;                                            

Love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign.' 

 

Light came into the world at Christmas; the light, which shines in the darkness and 

which can never be put out. 

 

Messenger 

'The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God'  (Isaiah 40:3).  

 

Noblest 

'Bethlehem, of noblest cities, none can once with thee compare;                                         

Thou alone the Lord from heaven, didst for us incarnate bear.' 

 

Once 

'Once in royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle shed;                                                       

Where a mother laid her baby, in a manger for his bed.                                                             

Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ her little child.' 

 

Praising 

'And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men!' (Luke 2:13). 

 

Question 

Mary was puzzled when told by the angel Gabriel that she would conceive and 

bear a Son to be named Jesus… so she asked, 

‘How can this be, since I know not a man?’  

 

‘The power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore that Holy One who is to be 

born will be called the Son of God’ (Luke 1:34–35).  
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Rejoice 

And the angel said to Mary: ‘Rejoice, highly favoured one, the Lord is with you; 

Blessed are you among women!’ (Luke 1:28). 

 

Shepherds 

'While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground;                                

the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around.' 

And the angel said to them, There is to be born to you this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, who is Christ the Lord… You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths,                        

lying in a manger' (Luke 2:12). 

 

Throne 

'Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown when thou came to earth for 

me, But in Bethlehem’s home was there found no room for Thy holy nativity; O 

come to my heart Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for Thee.' 

 

Unseen 

No one had ever seen God. No one knew what he looked like or what he was like. 

No one knew, until God came down to earth, making himself known in Jesus. And 

then we saw Him! 

So we can now pray: We give thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ. In him we see our God made visible and so are caught up in the love of 

God. 

 

Virgin 

'Virgin-born, we bow before Thee: Blessed was the womb that bore Thee; Mary, 

Mother meek and mild; Blessed was she in her Child.' 

 

What? 

'What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would give a lamb. If I 

were a wise man, would do my part; yet what I can I give him? Give my heart." 
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Xmas 

Xmas is more than an abbreviation for Christmas. It literally means ‘Christ’s birth’. 

The X comes from the Greek letter Chi, the first letter of the Greek word Christos. 

 

Yoke 

The child we wait to welcome says to us: 'Come to me all you who labour and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and lowly in heart' (Matthew 11:28–30). 

 

Zechariah 

Zechariah was the father of John the Baptist. He said of his son, ‘And you, child, shall 

be called the Prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way.’  

 

Christmas Day 

Our Advent journey is over. We celebrate your birth. We kneel before you in 

adoration, bringing you the gift of our obedient hearts. 

 

'Yea, Lord. We greet Thee, born this happy morning, 

Jesu, to Thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him,                                                                                       

Christ the Lord!' 

 

************************************************************************** 
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Q.  Which Christmas Candle burns longer, the red one or the 

green one ? 

A.  Neither – candles burn shorter ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A happy Christmas and a blest 2021 to all Jubilate readers 

Q.  What is the difference between the Christmas alphabet 

and the ordinary alphabet ? 

A.   The Christmas alphabet has no L   (Think about it!) 

A Thought for After Christmas 

Christmas draws to a close. 

What will be left in our minds  

as, after weeks of pressure, we start to unwind ?  

Tiredness – yes! 

But with it a warm, Christmas glow 

For we have met once more with Jesus, 

The Friend we love and know. 

As we pause and relax for a day or two more, 

May we listen to His voice more eagerly than before. 



20 
 

 

 

Chaplaincy of Christ the Good Shepherd, Poitou-Charentes 

    Email:   office.goodshepherd@orange.fr                                                                             

              Admin. Assistant:   Valérie Pétry 

Chaplaincy Poitou Charentes 

12, place de Gaulle, 86400 Civray. 

Tel: 06 21 32 31 28 

 

Wardens 

Margaret Mace        Charlie Wilcock 
05 49 29 97 81         05 46 91 07 71 
margaretmace@icloud.com   chaplaincy.warden1@gmail.com 

Website: www.church-in-france.com 

The next edition of Jubilate will reach your inbox                                                   

in time for  Sunday 3rd January 2021. 

david.hawken@orange.fr 

mailto:office.goodshepherd@orange.fr
mailto:margaretmace@icloud.com
mailto:chaplaincy.warden1@gmail.com

